Catiline by Fitzpatrick, Tim
Play: Catiline     Author: Jonson  
 
Text used: London, Edward Arnold 1972 eds W.F.Bolton and Jane F. Gardner        Library ref:822.34 J13 1/1 
 
Key: enter from within    enter from without 
 exit inwards    Exit outwards 
 
act/sc door 
IN 
Entering 
characters 
door 
OUT 
Space-time indication 
 
Commentary  
and notes 
I  Sylla’s Ghost   from outwards, or possibly trapdoor? 
  Catiline  Discovers Catiline in his study.  
  Sylla’s Ghost    
  Catiline  Brings the study onto the stage.  
  Aurelia  Coming in to his study.  
  Aurelia  A noise without. 
CAT. In, my fair Aurelia. (187) 
 
  Lentulus 
Cethegus  
 Simultaneous entrance/exit at 
different doors. 
  Autronius 
Varguneius 
Longinus 
Curius 
Lecca 
Bestia 
Fulvius 
Gabinius 
Pages 
Servants 
   
  Servants  CAT. Till then, wait all without. (309)  
  Servants    
  Catiline 
Lentulus 
Cethegus 
Autronius 
Varguneius 
Longinus 
Curius 
Lecca 
Bestia 
Fulvius 
Gabinius 
Pages 
Servants 
 CAT. Only your suffrages I will expect 
At the assembly for the choosing 
Consuls. (514-5) 
Going out to the assembly. 
  Chorus    
  Chorus    
II  Fulvia Galla 
Servant 
 FUL. Those rooms do smell extremely. 
(1) 
Coming out from further inwards, 
domestic scene. 
  Galla  FUL. Bring my glass And table hither. 
(1-2) 
Returns inwards as ordered. 
  Servant  FUL. If Quintus Curius come, I am not 
in fit mood, I keep my chamber; Give 
warning so without. (6-8) 
Explicit use of ‘without’. 
  Galla   Returns with pearl from inwards. 
  Servant  FUL. Now, what news...? SER. The lady Sempronia is lighted at 
the gate. (83, 85) 
 
  Servant   Goes to show in Sempronia. 
  Sempronia    
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  Sempronia  FUL. Who’s that? Look, Galla. 
GAL. ’Tis Quintus Curius. 
FUL. Did I not bid ’em say I kept my 
chamber? (199, 201-2) 
SEM. I’ll tell him you are awake And 
very well. (210) 
Sempronia exits outwards, 
expecting to cross with the arriving 
Quintus Curius. 
  Curius    
  Curius   Leaves 
  Galla  FUL. Call him again, Galla. (321)  
  Curius  CUR. How now, melt you? (323)  
  Curius 
Fulvia 
 CUR. I’ll speak it in thine arms; let us 
go in. (360) 
They retire inwards. 
  Chorus   Backstage loop avoids congestion. 
III.i  Cicero Cato 
Catulus 
Antonius 
Crassus 
Caesar 
Lictors 
  From the Senate meeting. 
  Cato 
Cicero 
Lictors 
Chorus 
 CHOR. Most noble Consul! Let us wait 
him home. (84) 
They exit outwards. 
  Catiline Longinus 
Lentulus 
 CATU. Who’s that come? Lentulus?  
CAES. Yes. He is again Taken into the 
Senate. (112-13) 
From the Senate. 
  Catulus 
Antonius 
Crassus 
Caesar 
  Away from Senate. 
  Cethegus  CAT. Repulse upon repulse? An inmate Consul? (174) 
From the Senate. 
  Cato   Returns from outwards. 
  Cato    
  Catiline 
Longinus 
Lentulus 
Cethegus 
 CETH. let us first take arms. (231) They go outwards to arm. 
III.ii  Cicero Fulvia 
   
  Lictor  CIC. How now? Is he come? (75) Curius has arrived from outwards. 
  Lictor  CIC. Bid Curius enter. (80)  
  Curius    
  Servant   Expecting other visitors, Cicero has Curius and Fulvia shown out 
another way, and calls a servant to 
accompany them. 
  Curius 
Fulvia 
Servant 
 CIC. Light ’em. (203)  
  Lictor  LIC. Your brother Will straight be here, and your colleague Antonius Said 
coldly he would follow me.  
Lictor reports impending arrivals... 
  Lictor   ...and exits. 
  Cicero   Follows to meet his visitors. 
III.iii  Caesar Catiline 
  Preparing for meeting. 
  Caesar   Caesar leaves. 
  Aurelia  CAT. How now, Aurelia? Are your confederates come, the ladies? (40-
41) 
Ladies are also meeting, within.  
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  Lecca  CAT. O, Porcius Lecca. Are they met? (54) 
 
  Aurelia  CAT. Love, you have your instructions. 
(55) 
Returns inwards to ladies. 
  Lecca  CAT. Porcius, fetch the silver eagle I 
ga’ you in charge, and pray ’em enter. 
(58-9) 
Back outwards, and to send in the 
arrivals. 
  Cethegus 
Curius 
Lentulus 
Vargunteius 
Longinus 
Gabinius 
Ceparius 
Autronius 
   
  Lecca   With the silver eagle. 
  Cethegus   Leaving the meeting. 
  Vargunteius   Ditto. 
  Sempronia Aurelia 
Fulvia 
 SEM. What, is our council broke up 
first? 
Simultaneous with outwards exit: 
from inwards. 
  Curius 
Lentulus 
Longinus 
Gabinius 
Ceparius 
Autronius 
Sempronia 
Aurelia 
Fulvia 
Lecca 
  All except Catiline leave. 
  Catiline   He too exits outwards. Soliloquy 
enables Fulvia to cross backstage 
for next entrance. 
III.iv  Cicero Fulvia 
Servant 
 CIC. Where’s my brother, Quintus? (1)  
  Servant  CIC. Call my servants up. (2)  
  Quintus   Quintus arrives. 
  Quintus   And exits. 
  Quintus  QUIN. Cato and Quintus Catulus were coming to you, And Crassus with 
’em. I have let ’em in By th’ garden. 
(32-5) 
Reports arrival of others, and that 
he has already admitted them to the 
house the back way. 
  Cicero 
Fulvia 
Quintus 
 CIC. Ha’ you giv’n the porter The 
Charge I will’d you? 
QUIN. Yes.  
CIC. Withdraw and hearken. (40-41) 
Exit inwards preparatory to 
overhearing from gallery. 
III.v  Vargunteius 
Cornelius  
 They are outside, coming to 
Cicero’s door. Porter is offstage 
behind inwards door... 
 
G 
Cicero 
Cato 
Catulus 
Crassus 
  ...and Cicero etc. in the gallery 
above. 
  Vargunteius 
Cornelius 
 VAR. Let us shift away. (36) They leave.. 
 G Cicero 
Cato 
Catulus 
Crassus 
  ...and gallery vacated. 
  Chorus    
  Chorus    
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IV.i  
 
Allobroges 
Senators   
 MINIMAL congestion: 
  Cato 
Catulus 
Cicero 
  Arriving at the senate 
  Cato 
Catulus 
Cicero 
  Go in. 
  Allobroges   Having been promised a hearing, 
they leave. 
IV.ii  Cato Catulus 
Cicero 
Antonius 
Caesar 
Crassus 
Flaccus 
Senators 
  Senate now comes out onto the 
stage: inwards location ‘extruded’. 
  Quintus 
Tribunes 
Guards 
 Quintus Cicero brings in the Tribunes and Guards. 
CRAS. What new intelligence has he 
brought him now? (45) 
 
  Catiline  Catiline sits down, and Cato rises from him. 
Catiline arrives and takes his seat. 
  Catiline    
  Cato 
Catulus 
Cicero 
Antonius 
Caesar 
Crassus 
Flaccus 
Senators 
Quintus 
Tribunes 
Guards 
  Presumably a mass split exit, 
though conceivably they could all 
be leaving the Senate outwards. If 
so congestion with next scene 
avoided. 
IV.iii  Catiline Lentulus 
Cethegus 
Curius 
Gabinius 
Longinus 
Statilius 
  MARKED congestion at end of 
previous long Senate scene. Time 
lapse with switch now to 
conspirators meeting: Catiline 
reporting what happened at the 
Senate. Backstage cross for him 
further marker of new section. 
  Catiline 
Lentulus 
Cethegus 
Curius 
Gabinius 
Longinus 
Statilius 
 LEN. They will meet Soon at 
Sempronia’s house, where I would 
pray you All to be present. (53-5) 
They exit out towards Sempronia’s 
house. 
IV.iv  Cicero Sanga 
  In mid-conversation, from inwards 
(backstage cross for Cicero too) 
  Sanga  CIC. Are th’ambassadors come with 
you?...Well, bring ’em in. (17, 18) 
Sanga has arrived with the 
Ambassadors, left them outwards to 
speak to Cicero, and now goes to 
bring them in for audience. 
  Sanga 
Allobroges  
  
  Cicero 
Sanga 
Allobroges 
 
 
CIC. With that confidence, go...By 
Sanga let me have notice from you. 
(105, 107) 
Cicero dismisses them and returns 
inwards. Split exit but staggered. 
IV.v  Sempronia Lentulus 
  MINIMAL congestion: stagger, and 
one on two. 
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  Cethegus  SEM. Are they come, Cethegus? (13)  
  Longinus  LON. Th’ambassadors are come. (32)  
  Volturtius 
Statilius 
Gabinius 
Allobroges 
   
  Sempronia 
Lentulus 
Cethegus 
Longinus 
Volturtius 
Statilius 
Gabinius 
Allobroges 
 LEN. Go we in and we will take an oath 
and seal ’em. (65) 
They all go inwards to seal the 
letters. 
IV.vi  Cicero Flaccus 
Pomtinius 
  PROBLEMATIC congestion. 
Spatial indications seem clear 
enough, though perhaps there is 
scope for a split exit in the previous 
scene. Here Cicero etc. enter mid-
conversation, and shortly 
afterwards get news from outwards. 
  Sanga  CIC. How no, Fabius? SAN. The train hath taken. You must 
instantly dispose your guards upon 
the milvian bridge. (19-21) 
 
  Pomtinius 
Flaccus 
 CIC. I must pray you To lead that force 
you have and seize them all. (23-4) 
Exit outwards. 
  Cicero 
Sanga 
   
IV.vii  
 
 
 
 
Pomtinius 
Flaccus 
Guard 
 
Volturtius 
Allobroges 
 FLAC. Stand, who goes there? (1) MINIMAL congestion due to staggered entrance. Flaccus, 
Pomtinius etc. enter first and block 
the escape of the Allobroges and 
Volturtius. 
  Pomtinius 
Flaccus 
Guard 
Volturtius 
Allobroges 
 POM. All we can Is to deliver you to the 
Consul. (17-18) 
Return towards the city. 
  Chorus    
  Chorus    
V.i  Petreius 
Soldiers  
 Outwards loop scene: marching. 
  Petreius 
Soldiers 
   
V.ii  Caesar Crassus 
  Mid-conversation.  
Modern editors’ scene-break 
unwarranted: they stay at one side 
of the stage awaiting the start of the 
senate meeting... 
[V.iii
]  
Cicero 
Quintus 
Cato 
 CIC. Send Lentulus forth, and bring 
away the rest. 
...while next arrivals converse 
likewise. 
[V.iv
]  
Lictors 
Syllanus 
Others 
  Rest of Senate now arrives. Once 
again no scene break required, and 
in fact it would create an awkward 
immediate re-entry for Cicero, 
Quintus and Cato. 
  Pomtinius 
Flaccus  
  
  Pomtinius 
Flaccus 
  Dismissed outwards. 
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  Pomtinius 
Flaccus 
Volturtius 
Allobroges 
Guards 
  Prisoners brought before Senate. 
  Cethegus 
Guards  
 Ditto. 
  Statilius 
Lentulus 
Guards 
  Ditto.  
  Gabinius 
Guard  
 Ditto.  
  Pomtinius 
Flaccus 
Cethegus 
Statilius 
Lentulus 
Gabinius 
Volturtius 
Allobroges 
Guards 
   
  Flaccus    
  Caesar 
Crassus 
Cicero 
Quintus 
Cato 
Lictors 
Syllanus 
Others 
  Senate retires. Perhaps all inwards, 
but Flaccus at least perhaps 
outwards.  
V.v  Catiline 
Soldiers 
 
Catiline 
Soldiers 
 
 
 
 
 MINIMAL congestion due to 
staggered exit in previous scene (if 
at all). 
Conspirators on outwards loop. 
V.vi  Lictors Pomtinius 
Cicero 
Syllanus 
Caesar 
Cato 
Crassus 
Others 
  Senate meeting again extruded. 
  Servant   With letters. 
  Executioners  CIC. No violence. Caesar, be safe. Lead on. Where are the public 
executioners? Bid ’em wait on us. On 
to Spinther’s house. (163-5) 
 
[V.vii
]  
Lentulus 
Guards 
 CIC. Bring Lentulus forth. Here, you, 
the sad revengers Of capital crimes 
against the public, take This man unto 
your justice: strangle him. (1-4) 
Modern editor’s scene break 
unwarranted. 
  Lentulus 
Guards 
Executioner 
 CIC. Lead on to Quintus Cornificius’ 
house. (7) 
With two doors, the only 
explanation for this series of ‘knock 
on the door, get out the prisoner,  
[V.vii
i]  
Cethegus 
Guards 
 CIC. Bring forth Cethegus. Take him to 
the due Death that he hath 
deserv’d.(1-3) 
send him off to execution’ is a 
repeated loop to visit the inwards 
door. Alternating the two doors is  
  Cethegus 
Guards 
Executioner 
 CIC. To Caius Caesar for Statilius. (13) no less awkward, and a third 
opening helps only marginally. 
Why Jonson planned this  
[V.ix
]  
Statilius 
Gabinius 
 CIC. Bring him and rude Gabinius out. 
Here, take ’em To your cold hands, 
denouement I will never know, but 
plan it he does: at V.iv.179-83 he 
7 
Guards and let ’em feel death from you. (1-2) has Cicero put the conspirators  
  Statilius 
Gabinius 
Guards 
Executioner 
  under house arrest:  
Lentulus to Spinther’s house; 
Cethegus to Cornificius’ house; 
Statilius to Caesar’s house; 
Gabinius to Marcus Crassus’ house. 
The elision here of the last two into 
one house to reduce the visitations 
might signal partial realisation of 
the cumbersome nature of this 
section. 
  Petreius   Arriving back in Rome. 
  Lictors 
Pomtinius 
Cicero 
Syllanus 
Caesar 
Cato 
Crassus 
Others 
Petreius 
  Return inwards to Rome. 
      
 
 
